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The present invention relates to a technology for efficiently managing documents stored in a

database. 2. Description of the Related Art Documents stored in a database are usually managed by
giving each document a unique identifier (hereinafter referred to as a “document identifier”). Each

document in the database is uniquely identified by using the document identifier. To retrieve a
desired document from among the documents in the database, a unique document identifier is
assigned to the desired document. The desired document is then retrieved using the assigned

document identifier. When a document as a target of retrieval is stored in a database for a long
period, it is likely that the document identifier assigned to the document is changed. This is because

some pieces of information on the target document stored in the database are updated after the
document identifier is initially assigned to the document. Accordingly, in the case where the

document identifier of a desired document is changed, the document identifier assigned to the
document cannot be used to retrieve the desired document from the database. To cope with this
problem, there has been proposed a method of retrieving, from the database, a document whose
document identifier is not changed. For example, a document identifier of a desired document is
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